THE INCOME-TRAK MAN

Mark Twain (1835-1910)

After completing this lesson, you will be able to:

engage in extended discussions and critique taking into account other speakers’ viewpoints and
presenting one’s own with clarity and coherence.

analyse how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text {e.g., the
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact

use pre-reading and while-reading strategies to analyze and explore different layers of meaning
with in texts including biases and opinions.

pravide an objective summary of a range of texts.

demonstrate knowledge and application of parts of speech in oral and wntten q:ommtmicatnon in
varying degrees of complexity. ~ XN [ o \oo~-

identify and use compound preyositmns and preposftfanal phrases. in wntmg

use summary skills to/ wﬁte an obj ective summary of the given text and poems.
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) Pre-Raading N oY (8o~ |
a) Whyare we socially and maraNy obi:guted to pay aur taxes honest!y?
b) Would yau like toba apqrt of th&thx collect?on system?l:'xplaln

The first notice thﬁ ﬂas tﬁken of me, when | settled down " recently, was by a gentleman who
said he was an assessor, a word that | did not understand very well. | said | had never heard of his
branch of business before, but | was very glad to see him in spite of that_would he settle down? He
sat down. | did'not have anything particular to say, but | felt that people, who have arrived at the
important position of keeping a house, must be conversational, must be easy and friendly in
society. So, as | could think of nothing else to say, | asked him if he was opéning his shop in our
neighborhood. He said he was. (I did not wish to appear to know nothing, but | had hoped he would
mention what he had for sale. )

How is trade?” | asked him and he said, “Fair”. While-réadlnl

| then said we would visit his shop and if we liked | wiiie the narrator talks and the visitor

i; a: well as any other, we would give him oUr | 3ughs what is the narrator thinking about?
usiness.

‘_ He said he thought we would like his place of business well enough, to use no other- he said he had
ever met anybody who would go off and hunt up another man, in the samekind of, bus.ine:ss1 after
trading with him once. That sounded rather too conﬁl:lent bu.t.the l‘ﬂﬁw lpnrlgecl hnn:es\t enough.

| do not know how it happened exactly, bquradual.lv we appeare\d to becnme more friendly in our
conversation and then everything went along very tmnfartaﬁly We talked and talked and talked-
atleast | did; and we laughed hﬁd taughedand laughed-at least he did.

~ But all the time. mih& Warked hard. 1 was determined to find out all about his business in spite

of his mysterfous answers, and | was determined that | would get it out of him, without him
knowing, what | was doing. | intend to trap him with a deep , deep trick. | would tell him all about
my business and he would naturally grow to be like me so much that he would forget to be careful,
and he would tell me all about his affair before he realized what | was trying to do.

| thoug'ht of saying to him, “Sir, you little know what a clever person you are dealing with.” But |
said: “Now you would never get how much money | made, giving talks to people thi= winter, and
last spring”. “No-| don't believe | could, to save my life. Let me see-let me see. About two
thousand dollars, perhaps? But no; no, sir, | know you couldn'c have made so much as that. Say
seventeen hundred?

“Hal Ha! | knew you couldn't guess. | received for my talks last spring, and this winter, fourteen
thousand seven hundred fifty dollars, What you think of that?”

“Well, it's very surprising-that's a very large amount of money, | will make a note of it. And you say
even this wasn't all?” R

“All! My dear sir, there was my income from the newspaper-The Dml;f Warwhmp-‘abaut about-
well what would you say to about eight thuusanddollafs for bxarnplé”’ |

“Say! Well, | say | should hketo seemyself rulling ln just such an ocean nf money. Eight thousand!

I'll make a note of it. Well.l manl And in addition to all this, am | ta understand that you had still
more. | I YNJ o\-
NN

W
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“Hal Ha! Ha! You're only at the beginning of it. | wrote a book-The| innacence Abmad pﬁce three
and a half to five dollars, according to the caver. Listen to'me. Lomt me'inthe ¢ eye. During the last
four months and a half we've sold ninety-five' thousand copies of that book. Ninety-five thousand}
Think of it, Average four dbllaﬁ a cupy. perhaps At’s nearly four hundred thousand dollars, my
dear sir, | get half". W\

“Good Heqvemsi ﬂil erite that down Fourteen-seven-fifty---eight---two hundred. Total, about

-well, | can hardly believe it_ the total is about two hundred and thirteen or fourteen thousand
dollars! Is that possible?”

) While-reading

“Possiblel If there is any mistake, it's
the other way. It's more. Two hundred |How does the narrator feel when the visitor stands
and fourteen thousand is my income for \Up without telling anything about his business?
this year, if | knowhow to add up.”

Then the gentleman got up to go and handed me a large envelope, and said that t contained
everything. | might like to know about his business would in fact be proud to have the business of a
man with such a large income.

As soon as he had gone, | opened his envelope. | studied the papers carefully. | then called the
cook and said! “Hold me while | faint”.

Ah, what an evil man he was! His envelope contained nothing in r.he wortd, excepta, fDm'l on which
to report my income, for the purpose of income tax, a long'tismf Hnﬁolltequeﬁmns about my
private affairs, filling the best part of four lépg pageg uf srnall print questions, | may say, formed
with such wonderful skill,-that’s, tbeﬂdést and wisest—
man in the world couldn't’ uﬂd&rttand the meaning of | While-reading

most of them_questiors, too, that were designed to | what does the narrator find inside

make a rem ut four times his actual income, to | the envelope the visitor gives him?
stop himself telling a lie. | looked for a way out of my T

troubles, but there did not appear to be any. :
Inquiry number 1 covered my case generously and completely. | know a very wealthy man whose

" house is a palace, who spends a great deal, but a man who as no income, as | have often noticed

when looking at the list of taxes paid by other citizens. And | went to him for advice.

He took my papers, picked up his pen and suddenly, | was a very poor man. It was the neatest thing
that ever was. He did it simply by cleverly arranging the list of allowances. He wrote down my
“state, national and city taxes” as so much; my “losses by flood, fire and so on” as so much; my
“losses on sales of property”, and “animals sold”, on “payments for rent of home”, on “repairs
and improvements” as so much. He wrote down “salary, already axed, as an officer of the United
States army or other services” as so much. He wrote down other things. He found unbelievable
amounts to set against my income from each one of these allowances each and every one of them.
And when he had finished he handed me the paper, and | saw immedlately that during the* year my
income, as my profits, had been one thousand two bundred and ﬁﬂy daftars andforty cents.

“Now, he said, “The thousand dollars is free from tax by la\m What you must do is to go and swear
that this information is true and then pay taxon the two titindred and fifty dollars.” (While he was -
making this speech, his litt!e boy, Willie lifted a two_dollar note out of his pocket and
disappeared, and|{ feeq duite sure that if my stranger went to see that little boy tomorrow the boy
would tell ltei abﬁut hisincome.) '
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“Do you, said |, do you always arrange the allowances in thjs way! fnr youmwn incerne srr?"

“Well, of course. If we did not have these. ete'fewquestions under the headmg of allowances, |
would become a beggar every yearmorder to suppOrt this hateful and evil, this cruel and terrible

government. This gentleman standk very high among the very best of the rich men of the city the
* men of moral va!qg de high business standards, of great social standing-and so accepted his
suggestion,/ |y sent down to the tax office, and under the cold eyes of my previous visitor | stood up
* and swore to the after lie, trick after trick, under my soul was coated with a thick layer of lies and
my self-respect was gone forever.

g
& Post-reading
What does the narrator decide to do from then on about his income?

Notes and Comments

Mark Twain was the pen name of Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910). He was one of
America’s greatest and most beloved writers. He had travelled widely, and was a man of many |
talents, known for his outspoken opinions and humour of which, “The Income-Tax Man" is a fine
example. “There is no one who does not exaggerate, “Ralph Waldo- Emerson ha.ua\d \but there
is no one who did it as well as Mark Twain Besides addrqss‘ing perit)hs {ssues; he has lefta legacy
of joy and laughter. « \ A0 (A WV Y ]

Theme ] [|‘J|]

The Incon{e Li'ak Man is a typical example of placing a burning social issue at a high pedestal for
the readers. After reading it the curiosity arises to be a part of the system. The story holds the
reader’s interest all along on a subject that concerns almost every citizen.

Glossary

Words Meanings Synonyms

assessor g‘r‘fh‘;r;:nﬁ;ﬂaotg: :)ha? dva e/t of something toestablisha charge
cold-eyes . not friendly, without emotion

conversational adopt a conversational manner _ |
determined firm, resolute ' N : _}_.;_f_;‘g__;:"-,_-.
drop in the ocean gr‘i"-::f‘g}ggo small Lomake ény |mpfovement

mysterious .\__difﬁcult to understand or explam

swear NN take an oath
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a) Answer the following, quesﬂon. QWAL - U
1 Whatisthe author‘s ﬁrst impresswn of the \nsltor?
Do If.!'u![' oHempﬂg lines of the unit contain any hidden implication? Describe briefly.
" Why did he start asking the stranger about his business?
Is the author against paying taxes or just criticizing people who do not pay taxes?
Why did the author call his cook and say “Ho |d me while | faint?”
In what way was the author able to save income tax?
What did the envelope contain?
How was the author able to save income tax? ;
9 Whatisyour impre'ssion about the “very best of the rich men of the city”?

b) Complete the blanks by using the appropriate answers.

0 ~N O s W N

1. lwas to find out all about his business in spite of his
answers,
2. 1 to trap him with a deep, deep tnck ~A0
3. The gentleman to go and hande;lme 3 largie envehbpe, and said that
| eVErythlng., Q A \WWNWLY,
4. He found - ’ a\mbuhts to\séf agalnst my income fro:+ each one of
these QL) each\and every one of them.
5. “N w.] hﬁ sqﬂ! “The thousand dollars is free from by law. What you must do
\isto gJ) and that this information is true and then pay tax on the

two hundred and fifty dollars.”

c) Analyse through the story “The Income Tax Man” that how an author’s choices concerning
how to structure specific parts of a text means how did the story begin or ended. Whether the
choice was to provide a comedic or tragic resolution and how did it contribute to its overall
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact,

Engage in extended discussions and critique taking into account other speakers’ viewpoints
and presenting one's own with clarity and coherence.

Engaging in extended discussions and critiques is a valuable skill that allows us to explore
complex issues, learn from others, and refine our own thinking.

1. Active Listening and Understanding Viewpoints: ~ER\

* Payclose attention: This means not just wai*ingfor ydqr turn to speak but trul)Ir absorbing
the other person's arguments and reasomng WY

*» Acknowledge their per&pectlvv Show them you ve heard them by summarizing their key
points or concerns, P‘Iwases like. That's an i mportant point” or “l understand where you're
conlﬂ ng fpml éstaiblish aioundation for respectful dialogue.

WY
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2. Presenting Your Own Perspective Clearly: O\ . \ ([CONLY

* Articulate your ideas: Once you‘vé acknnwledged the other speaker it's your turn to
. present your stanf.e. Clearly state gqur position and support it with evidence or logical
reasoning. SRR R L=

» Use ﬁxa le ind ﬂlustrations Real-world, scenarios or data can make your argument
more l‘eldtable and impactful,
3. Building on |deas Through Collaboration:

¢ Find common ground: Look for areas of agreement, even if minor. This can help establish
a sense of teamwork in exploring the issue.

» Explore solutions together: Instead of simply opposing each other, see if you can
brainstorm solutions that address both perspectives. This collaborative approach can lead
to more creative and nuanced solttions.

4. Maintaining Respectful Discourse:

» Focus on ideas, not personalities: Even when disagreeing, avoid personal attacks or
insults. Critique the argument, not the person makingit,

» Acknowledge limitations: Be open to the possibility that you might not have all the
answers. Show your willingness to learn from others.

» Use a professional tone: This means avoiding overjy empﬁﬁnak Iariguage of dISITIlSSIVE
phrases. A O A\ | (&6
Additional Consideratiops: \ . — | 70\ (08
« Consider the context: 1‘he 1evel oﬁormahty and the specific topic will influence your
cmnmunrcypaphlyle =
» Bel % Iof nonverbal cues: Maintain eye contact, use open body language, and avoid
interrupting to establish rapport and show you're engaged.

* Ask clarifying questions: If something is unclear, don't hesitate to ask for clarification.
This ensures you're both on the same page and avoids misunderstandings.

Activity: Engage in a nuanced discussion about the benefits and potential
drawbacks of paying taxes. _ X

Preparation:
1 Brainstorm individually: Before the discussion, take 5 minutes to write down your
thoughts on the following questions:

a. What are the main benefits of paymg taxes? (rmnu 1nfrastmcture, soc:lal
programs, etc.) ~ DA ta b N[ (o)c

‘|-"\

- b. Are there any situations where taxes seem unfa|r or lnefﬁcient?
L Hnw can the tao: system be. ‘mproved to be more equitable?
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2 Choose roles {optional): For an added layer af comple*ity. clmsewles fur the
discussion. Here are some nptions AN N

a. Taxpayer :\dvocate
b. Government, Ofﬁc:ial
Edm{bmist )

d “Business Owner
e. Social Worker

Parts of speech
Noun

‘\,I‘\

Noun is the name of a person ,place or thing. For example:Apple, Ali ,chair, book ,house, etc.

h-/Countable Nouns

Proper Nouns
: Nouns that can be
Specific names of
people, place, or toun‘ted ars:l ha\rel
things. si:ztdar and plura
forms.
E.g. Book (singular),
J \__books (plural). /

Nouns for groups or
collections of
people, animals, or
things.

E.g. Team, family,
\_ flock.
(" Activity: E
Write three examples for these followfng parts of speech.
Prepar o R~/
Common Noun I, ﬁ (C @Ok

Collective Noun Vel VL VN
ConcreteNoun. o |\ |\ ||\

Absmctﬂé“n S ' : )
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Phrasal Verbs are combinations of a verb and one or more particles (preposimns or adverbs}
that, when used together, create a meaning different from the individual words. They are
widely used in English and cam, be challengmg to master due to their idiomatic nature.

Types of Phrasal Verbs (| |\ (||~

1 Transltfve Phra‘SJF VErbs Require an object.
o Example She gave up her job.

2. Intransitive Phrasal Verbs: Do not require an object.
o Example: He woke up late. -

3. Separable Phrasal Verbs: The object can come between the verb and the particle.
o Example: She turned off the tights. or She turned the lights off.

4. Inseparable Phrasal Verbs: The verb and particle cannot be separated.
o Example: We ran into an old friend.

Commonly used Phrasal verbs
Learn and practice these commonly used phrasal verbs in your daily routine.

Phrasal Yerb Meaning Example Sentence
Break down | Stop functioning Q B Thecarbque' dawn on'the highway.
Bring up Mention or raise a tamc \( (| She-brought up the issue in the
' \ \\ \_\__\_'-,__5‘ | meeting.
Call off Capcﬂ :rpmet.hing The match was called off due to rain.
Find out | \'/| Discover information | need to find out where he lives.
Give up Quit or stop trying Don't give up on your dreams.
Look after | Take care of someone or I'm looking after my younger brother
something today.
Look forward |Anticipate something with I'm looking fo-rward to the holidays.
to excitement
Put off Postpone or delay The meeling was put off until next
week.
Run into Meet unexpectedly I ran into my teacher at the mall.
Take off Remove clothing or leave the The plane took off on time.
ground
Turn down Reject an offer or request She turned down the job offer ._
Work out Exercise or find a solution | They finally wnrked nut thear
e differences. -
Make up Reconcile-or inyent a-s"tdrii [\ U They made up’ after their argument.
Back out wuhdqw frum a commitment She backed out of the agreement (ast
; AR minute,
Cut down on-~ Reduce the amount of something |You should cut down on sugar.
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Summary skills to write an objective summary V) |
a) Summary Skills )\ | 70| o

A summary is a brief }statement or restaterrrent of main points, especially as a conclusion to a
work: a surrgrn‘aﬁ of & chapter. Abrief is a detailed outline, by heads and subheads, of a discourse
'1 (usuallylegal) tobe completed: a brief for an argument.

How to write a summary

b * Read the text thoroughly. Read the text several times to ensure you understand
I e everything about the author's message. ...

B » Take notes to identify the main idea. ...
b * |dentify the main arguments. ...

* Prepare your draft, ...

| ¢ Write the summary, ...

f ~* Quote the author. ...

, * Conclude the summary.

' b) Objective Summary f._( .‘.,

-y

An objective summary is a brief description of adacument ﬂd&o of attlar pi‘ece of media. The
summary quickly describes the main thesu‘.;if the work belng summarﬁed along with a few key
supporting points coverediin the dnqument. The bh]ective summary allows a reader to assess a
piece of media qurckly and detﬁe if tﬁﬁy weant to examine it in full.

Benefits of Qb ‘Summaﬁes.

' Veidtomprehension. By summarizing a text, you solidify your understanding of the
key ideas and relationships between them.

* Enhanced Memory Retention: Summarizing helps consolidate information in your
' memoary, making it easier to recall later.

* Effective Communication: You can use summaries to accurately represent a source when
discussing it with others or writing research papers.

¢ Critical Thinking: The process of summarizing requires you to analyze the text and
identify the most importa nt'mformati on.

Characteristics:

* Accuracy: An objective summary faithfully represents the original source, reflecting its
main arguments, claims, or events,

* Neutrality: It avoids expressing persenal opinions, Judgments, or buases Thefocus ison
presenting the information in a neutral and unbiased manner. ANGEOLL

* Conciseness: It's a shortened versmn of the origmal text, Captmng the essence in a
fraction of the origlnal lengzh \( \ \\

* Completeness: Wh!ke mnclse, t-shbultl still cover the essential supporting details that
) ' explmn the maj p pol nts. Unnecessary information or tangents are excluded.

\IA
: :_-.__] ] \ |
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How to Write an Objective Summary: .~ N[\ O
1. Read actively: Pay close attention to tha main puints supponlng details, and overall
structure of the text \\ o
2, I|dentify key idfar Underlkle nrhigh light important sentences, phrases, or passages.
Fu;ujs an tlﬂe “what" not the "why™; Stick to descnbing the content, not analyzing it.

. Paraphrase: Use your own words to express the main points, but maintain the original
meaning.

5. Check for accuracy: Ensure your summary accurately reflects the original source and
doesn't introduce any unintended biases.
Applications of Objective Summaries:
s Academic Settings: Summarizing is crucial for studying, note-taking, and writing research

papers.

 Professional Settings: When presenting information from a report, meeting minutes, or
email chain, an objective summary can be a helpful tool.

* Personal Use: Summarizing articles or books can help you quickly grasp the key takeaways
and decide if further.exploration is needed. -

A w

— o ™ '|' T L=k

Activity: Use summary skills to. wﬂ*é an nﬁ]eCﬂVU summa ' ry of this story “The Income
Tax Man”, '. . 0\ \~. \ ™ \ ‘

Teacher's Note
« Ask students to engage in extended discussions and critique taking fnto account other

speakers' viewpoints and presenting one’s own withclarity and coherence. .
+ Let them analyse how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a

text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end astory, the choice to provide a comedic or
tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic
impact

+ Help them to demonstrate knowledge and application of parts of speech in oral and

written communication in varying degrees of complexity.
« Encourage them to identify and use compound prepusitionsf anc] Drepositmnal ph rases i

writing
* Introduce them to use .wmmarv sl-;llls to wrﬂ;e an db]ecnve summary of the given text
j l N | ! ..l ¥
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