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What will I learn?

2.1 Reading Comprehension
e Use pre-reading strategies to predict the content of a text from
topic/picture, title/headings, key words and visuals etc. by using
prior knowledge, asking questions and contextual clues:

¢ Read silently and apply critical thinking to interact with the text,
using intensive reading strategies (while-reading) to:

o Locate an opinion.
o Make simple inferences using context of the text and prior

knowledge.

o Distinguish between what is clearly stated and what is
implied.

o Deduce meaning of difficult/new words/phrases from
context.

o Comprehend/interpret text by applying critical thinking.
¢ Respond orally and in writing to the text to:

o give a personal opinion and justify stance related to
viewpoints/ ideas and issues in the text read.
o relate what is read to his or her own feelings and experiences.
o explore causes and consequences of a problem or an issue
and propose various solutions.
o evaluate the material read.
2.2 Writing
e Analyse to use in writing the features of an expository
composition that shows a comparison and a contrast between
things, events, situations, places, actions, ideas, or problems.

2.3 Oral Communication
e Share information and ideas.

2.4 Grammar
¢ Recognize and use semicolon in sentences.

¢ Identify errors with regular and irregular verbs in faulty texts.
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2.1 READING COMPREHENSION

Pre-reading

1. Look at the pictures and compare and contrast them.
2. Guess the theme of the text you are going to study.

Reading Text

Once More to the Lake

One summer, along about 1904, my father rented a camp on a lake
in Maine and took us all there for the month of August. Except some
minor inconveniences, the vacation was a success and from then on
none of us ever thought there was any place in the world like that lake
in Maine. We returned summer after summer--always on August 1st for
one month. A few weeks ago, this feeling got so strong. I bought myself
a couple of fish hooks and a spinner and returned to the lake where we
used to go, for a week's fishing and to revisit old place.

I took along my son, who had never had any fresh water up his
nose and who had seen lily pads only from train windows. On the
journey over to the lake, I began to wonder what it would be like. I
wondered how time would have marred this unique, this beautiful spot
-- the sheltered bay and streams, the hills that the sun set behind, the
camps and the paths behind the camps. [ was sure that the tarred road
would have found it out and I wondered in what other ways it would be
desolated. It is strange how much you can remember about places like

Note for teacher: Ask all pre-reading questions one by one. Take a quick round of
responses from the students. Then, ask them to read the text silently.
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that once you allow your mind to return into the grooves which lead
back. You remember one thing, and that suddenly reminds you of
another thing. I guess I remembered clearest of all the early mornings,
when the lake was cool and motionless, remembered how the bedroom
smelled of the lumber it was made of and of the wet woods whose scent
entered through the screen. The partitions in the camp were thin and
did not extend clear to the top of the rooms, and as I was always the
first up [ would dress softly so as not to wake the others, and sneak out
into the sweet outdoors and start out in the canoe, keeping close along
the shore in the long shadows of the pines.

The lake had never been what you would call a wild lake. There
were cottages sprinkled around the shores; and it was in farming
although the shores of the lake were quite -heavily wooded. Some of the
cottages were owned by nearby farmers, and you would live at the
shore and eat your meals at the farmhouse. That's what our family did.

I was right about the tar: it led to within half a mile of the shore.
When I got back there, with my boy, and we settled into a camp near a
farmhouse and into the kind of summertime, I had known, I could tell
that it was going to be pretty much the same as it had been before. I
began to sustain the illusion that he was I, and therefore, by simple
transposition, that I was my father. This sensation persisted, kept
cropping up all the time we were there. It was not an entirely new
feeling, but in this setting it grew much stronger. I seemed to be living a
dual existence. I would be in the middle of some simple act, I would be
picking up a bait box or laying down a table fork, or I would be saying
something; and suddenly, it would be not I but my father who was
saying the words or making the gesture. It gave me a creepy sensation.

We went fishing the first morning. I felt the same damp moss covering
the worms in the bait can, and saw the dragonfly alight on the tip of my
rod as it hovered a few inches from the surface of the water. It was the

arrival of this fly that convinced me beyond any doubt that everything was
as it always had been, that the years were a mirage and there had been
no years. The small waves were the same, chucking the rowboat under
the chin as we fished at anchor, and the boat was the same boat, the
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same colour green and the ribs broken in the same places, and under the
floor-boards the same freshwater leavings and debris.

We caught two fish. When we got back for a swim before lunch, the
lake was exactly where we had left it, the same number of inches from

the dock, and there was only the merest suggestion of a breeze. This
seemed an utterly enchanted sea, this lake you could leave to its own
devices for a few hours and come back to, and find that it had not
stirred, this constant and trustworthy body of water. A 'school of fish
swam by, each fish with its small, individual shadow, doubling the
attendance, so clear and sharp in the sunlight. Some of the other
campers were in swimming, along the shore, one of them with a cake of
soap, and the water felt thin and clear and insubstantial. There had
been peace and goodness and jollity.

The only thing that was wrong now, really, was the sound of the
place, an unfamiliar nervous sound of the outboard motors. This was
the note that jarred, the one thing that would sometimes break the
illusion and set the years moving. In those other summer times, all
motors were inboard; and when they were at a little distance, the noise
they made was a sedative, an ingredient of summer sleep. They were
one-cylinder and two-cylinder engines, but they all made a sleepy
sound across the lake. The one-lungers throbbed and fluttered, and the
twin-cylinder ones purred and purred, and that was a quiet sound too.
But now the campers all had outboards. In the daytime, in the hot
mornings, these motors made a petulant, irritable sound; at night, in
the still evening when the afterglow lit the water, they whined about
one's ears like mosquitoes.

We had a good week at the camp. The sun shone endlessly, day
after day. We would be tired at night and lie down in the accumulated
heat of the little bedrooms after the long hot day and the breeze would
stir almost imperceptibly outside and the smell of the swamp drift in
through the rusty screens. Sleep would come easily and, in the

morning, the red squirrel would be on the roof, tapping out his happy
routine. I kept remembering everything, lying in bed in the mornings.
U ‘ (E.

B. White)
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While-reading

Exercise 1

Work in pairs and deduce the meaning of words given in column A
and write their contextual meaning in column B.

No. Column A Column B

marred

tarred

grooves

sneak

illusion

creepy

moss

jollity

sedative
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petulant

Exercise 2
Read the statements and encircle the correct option.

1. The writer in the essay ‘Once More to the Lake’ is accompanied by

his
a) brother b) son c) wife d) pet
2. In the beginning of ‘Once More to the Lake’, the writer characterizes
himself as
a) lake-water man b) pond-water man
c) salt-water man d) ordinary man

3. The writer has referred the word “placidity” in the context
of

a) peacefulness b) calmness c) loneliness d) idleness

4. The were /was tapping on the roof of the camp of writer.

a) mosquitoes b) swam c) squirrel d) mouse
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5. The writer felt in the end of the essay

a) the fear of storm b) the danger of life

c) happy d) the loneliness
0. caught two fish before lunch.
a) son b) father  c) both son & father d) spinner
7. The writer revisited the lake with his son in season.
a) summer b) winter c) autumn d) spring
8. The writer’s son has seen while travelling by train.
a) weeds b) lily pads c) sheltered bay  d) wet woods
9. The writer used to visit lake
a) in New York b) in Maine
¢) near his form house d) in his school
10. For , the writer used to go to the lake.
a) fishing b) seeing waves
¢) enjoying cool water d) enjoying swimming

Exercise 3

The writer has described the things of the past which he saw on the
lake. He has also presented the scenario of that lake after few years.
Read the text individually. First, write the five things that writer
observed and loved in the past. Then, write five changes that took place
later on. After you have completed, share your work with your partner.

Past scene of lake Later scene

1. 1.

a| Al | D
al Rl 9N

Note for teacher: Ask students to read the text again and do the Exercise 2 and 3.
Tell them that dictionary can be used to find out contextual meaning of words.
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Exercise 4

In this text, the writer has used similes and metaphors at many
places. Now, work in groups. Analyse the text and write five examples
of similes, and five examples of metaphors in respective columns. After
you have completed, share your work with other groups.

No. Similes No. Metaphors
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Post-reading

Exercise 5
Read the text and answer the following questions:

Why does writer take a vacation at this particular lake?

Which key concerns the writer has expressed in the text?

How has the lake changed since he was a boy?

What contrast does the writer make between the sea and the lake?
Why does writer repeatedly call the lake as ‘wild lake’?

Why is the arriving at the lake less exciting now than in the past?
How are the boat motors different in the present situation?

Nk L=

The writer calls the lake as a ‘holy spot’. How does he further

develop this idea?

9. What kind of sensation persisted and grew in the mind of the
writer?

10. What is the central idea of the text?

Exercise 6

Work individually and recollect your past impression of natural
things of your city or village. Enlist these all and also write the changes
that have taken place now. Share all these with the class.

Note for teacher: You may give other examples of similes and metaphor for better
understanding. Learn about similes and metaphors in poetry section.
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2.2 WRITING
Comparing and Contrasting Essay

Compare-contrast writing strengths writing skills by providing a
simple structure that helps to organise information and develop ideas
with greater clarity and precision. Look at the following format of
comparing and contrasting a text.

Format of comparing and contrasting essay

Introduc-tion | ¢ Draws attention
e Explains what you are going to compare
e Explanation of the text

Body e Point-to-point comparison (Explain one point of
comparison before moving on to the next. There
should be a separate paragraph for each point.)

e Each paragraph should have a set of topics

e Add transition words (firstly, secondly, finally, also,
etc.)

e Add similes and metaphors

Conclusion e Repeats the statement

e New Information (Add relevant thoughts, feelings,
or actions)

Some of the useful phrases for comparison and contrast
The following are some of the phrases that are used in comparison
and contrast writing.

Comparison Contrast

one similarity one difference

another similarity another difference

Both conversely
Like in contrast
Likewise Unlike
Similarly While

in a similar fashion

whereas
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Exercise 1

Look at the compare-contrast essay given below and pay attention to

its elements.

Topic

Basketball and Football

Introduction

Basketball and football are sports with many
similarities and differences. Both sports are fun
and each has many beneficial properties. Here
are some of the similarities and differences
between basketball and football.

Body

Basketball and football are played with a(

round ball. Both offer many cardiovascular
activities like running. So, if anyone wants to
get in shape, these are the sports she/he needs
to play. A referee judges each match. If a player
breaks the rules, he ‘will be called upon to
commit a fault. A football player receives a red
or yellow card and a basketball player is called
upon to commit a fault. After all, a score is kept
in every game similarly.

Although basketball and football are similar,
are there yet any differences? An athlete
dribbles the ball in both sports, a basketball
player uses his hands and a footballer uses
his feet. Usually, football is played outdoors on
a large field and indoor but basketball on a
wooden field. Basketball is played with 5 players
and football has 11. After all, basketball has
four quarters and football has two halves.

Similarities

Conclusion

To sum up, both sports are fun and exciting to
play. Each sports offers activity and
competitiveness. They are also one of a kind.
Both games are like heart of outdoor games.

Note for teacher: Discuss phrases and words of comparison and contrast given
above in the class. You can add more in them if you wish. Next, assist students in
understanding the given sample and its elements.
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Exercise 2

Work individually, and identify some elements of comparison and
contrast in the given essay below.

f One similarity between current and previous methods of
communication relates to the form of communication. In the past,
written forms such as letters were frequently used besides oral forms
such as telephone calls. Similarly, people now-a-days use both of
these forms.

However, there are clearly many differences in the way the people
communicate over long distances, the most notable of which is speed.
This is most evident in relation to written forms of communication. In
the past, letters would take days to arrive at their destination.

Another significant difference is the range of communication
methods. In the past, the tools available for communicating over long
distances were primarily the telephone and the letter. By comparison,
there is a vast array of communication methods available today.
These include not only the telephone, letter, email and text messages
already mentioned, but also video conferences, lectures, and meetings
via different software such as Skype, mobile phone apps, WeChat,
and social media platforms.

In conclusion, methods of communication have greatly advanced
over the past many years. While there are some similarities, such as
the forms of communication, there are significant differences like
the speed of communication and the range of communication tools
available. There is no doubt that technology has greatly advanced and
will surely continue progressing in future; besides, the advanced tools
which we use today may one day also become outdated. j

N

Exercise 3

Work with a partner and write compare-contrast essay on any one of
the following. Once you and your partner have completed, exchange the
work with each other. Read each other’s work and provide critical
feedback.

1. School Life v/s College Life.
2. Physical Games v/s Online Games.
3. Books v/s Mobile Phones
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2.3 ORAL COMMUNICATION
Sharing Information and Ideas

Sharing information and ideas allows you to learn about and
interact with the world around you. Sharing is a skill that can easily be
developed by using following phrases in conversation.

Phrases to share
exciting
information or
idea

I have got a bit of news to tell you....

I have got some great/ brilliant/  wonderful
news for you ...

Phrases to
respond to
exciting
information

e What a fantastic / good / brilliant / great
/ wonderful / splendid idea!

e That sounds like great idea!
¢ D'm glad to hear that!

¢ Great!

¢ Incredible!

e Superb!

¢ Sounds great!

e Lucky you!

e | Oh, how wonderful!

Phrases to share
bad news or
information

I’'m afraid [‘'ve got some bad news.....
I'm very sorry to say this that.....
I regret to inform you that....

Responding to
disturbing
information

¢ I'm awfully sorry that...

¢ D'm sorry to hear that....

¢ D'm sorry to hear such terrible news.
e My goodness!

e [ can’t believe it!

¢ I know how you must be feeling.

¢ That must be awful!

e Oh, dear!

¢ Too bad!

e That’s awful / a pity / unfortunate!




